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Let the queen of dragons herself take you back to the earliest days of Pernese history as Anne

McCaffrey brings to life events that shaped one of the most popular worlds in all of science fiction, in

this first-ever Pern short-story collection.From the Hardcover edition.
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The Chronicles of Pern: First Fall is actually a collection of 5 short stories that take place around the

time of Dragonsdawn. They are:The Survey: P.E.R.N - This is the shortest story of the collection

and it deals with the original surveyors who were mapping that part of the galaxy and recommended

Pern for colonization. The reader is offered tantalizing glimpses of a bigger story behind the tension

of the survey crew, but, at only 18 pages, this story doesn't allow a lot of time for any detail.The

Dolphin's Bell - This story takes place concurrently with the end of Dragonsdawn, but from the

perspective of the dolphins and their caretakers. It was interesting to see the story from a different

perspective and to experience what the colonists had to go through as they braved the treacherous

ocean voyage to the northern continent. The story centers around Jim Tillek (of the later Tillek



Hold), his love of the sea and his growing love for a courageous young woman named Theo.The

Ford of Red Hanrahan - After the colonists had settled in the Northern Continent at Fort Hold, there

was plenty of room for their greatly diminished numbers in the cavernous space. However, after

some time, space is getting tight and there are those who are ready to venture forth and create new

holds. One of them is Red Hanrahan, whom readers will recognize from Dragonsdawn (as a

character and as Sorka's father). He journeys quite a distance from Fort Hold and founds what will

become known as the famous Ruatha Hold. This story was quite interesting because it addressed

the history of the plague that took so many lives in Moreta's time and how the colonists started

fostering their children out to live with other families.
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